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NEW CLAIMS 



1. An artificial blood vessel inner laye^f, made 
from/ synthetic material, such as an artificial tufriica 
intima or the like for replacing a section of blood 
vessel inner layer previously removed from a kJlood vessel 
and/or for covering a predetermined length aft damaged 
blood vessel inner layer, / 
comprising diameter arranging means for increasing and/or 
decreasing the diameter of the artificial blood vessel 

inner layer, / 

characterized in that saifd artificial blood 
vessel layer in turn comprises oner or more end sections 
folded back over the outer surface thereof to lie 
unjoined therealong, in which fibld(s) the diameter 
arranging means are disposed./ 

2. An artificial b^ood vessel inner layer 
according to claim 1 where im the Aiia^eter arranging means 
comprise a length of memo/y metaa ^r^rogrammed to expand 
and/or contract at a detterminectf tegfperature . 

3. An artificial blood vessel inner layer 
according to claim 1 /wherein the diameter arranging means 
comprise an expandable gauze. 

4. A blatocl vessel treating assembly, 
comprising: // 

- an /artificial blood vessel inner layer 
according to any of the j cl - axm s — L^3, and, 

- introducing means for introducing the 
artificial Jbl/ood vessel inner layer into a blood vessel. 

hi An assembly according to claim 6, further 
comprisiira/at least one sheath- like protective cover. 

/ /6. An assembly according to o laimo — 4 or 5 
whereii//the introducing means comprise at least one 
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catheter-like element associated with the artificial 

blood vessel inner layer. / cJ c ^i r ^ L j 

7. An assembly according to any of th^ ^iarimg 
4 „& further comprising widening means for widening out of 
the blood vessel in order to facilitate introduction of 
the blood vessel treating assembly therein./ / . U 



8 . An assembly according to any cff the •e3rarims 
rl-^T^f urther comprising bunging means for Substantially 
blocking off the passage of blood into the assembly 
10 during introduction of the assembly intyO the blood 
vessel . 

9. A blood vessel treating/assembly according 
^to any of the f glSirno £t a further comprising pressure 
|3 exerting means for exerting pressure onto the artificial 

1=5 15 blood vessel inner layer, when tjfte latter is in position 
'*3 within the blood vessel. 

==S 10. A blood vesse 

Uf to claim 9 wherein the bloo 

bunging means and the pres 
•3 20 cone-shaped element associ 
introducing means . 

11. Introducing' means for introducing an 



ating assembly according 
sel widening means, the 
'exerting means comprise a 
with the front of the 



a 



artificial blood vessel /inner layer according to any of 
the < £Lai u iJLj 1 1 1Q into a /blood vessel, comprising: 
25 - a cathete^like element, 

- widening means for widening out of the blood 
vessel in order to facilitate introduction of the 
artificial blood vessel inner layer therein, 

- bunging means for substantially blocking off 
3 0 the passage of blood during introduction of the 

artificial blood /vessel inner layer, 

pressure exerting means for exerting 
pressure onto t^he artificial blood vessel inner layer, 
when the latter is in position within the blood vessel, 
3 5 characterized in that the widening, bunging and 

pressure exerting means have substantially the same 
diameter afs the internal diameter of the blood vessel 
into whi</h the artificial blood vessel is introduceable 
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12 . Introducing means according to claim 11 
wherein the blood vessel widening means, the banging 
means and the pressure exerting means comprise a cone- 
shaped element associated with a distal eM of thereof. 

13 . A method of replacing a previously removed 
inner layer of a blood vessel and/or fo£ covering a 
predetermined length of damaged blood/vessel inner layer 



comprising the steps of inserting 
assembly according to 



claims ■ 



lood vessel treating 
ia an incision, upto 
vessel, removing 
the assembly whereafter 
r layer is expanded 
the catheter-like element 



10 a predetermined distance into 
the protective sheath from arc 
the artificial blood vessel 
against the blood vessel wall 

then being removed from the /blood vessel, the cone-like 
15 element further forcing th<s artificial blood vessel inner 
layer into position as it/ does so, and joining the end of 
the artificial blood vessel inner layer to the existing 
blood vessel near the /ncision. 
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